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The Alliance Inter-Monastères is writing to you for a second time both to give you news of 

the monasteries of the Benedictine family across the world and to remind you of the need to 

support one another. This is just as true for monastic communities as for individuals who are 

in sympathetic friendship with our ideals at the heart of the Church, working for a new world. 

 
 
 



From September 4-16 the Congress of Benedictine Abbots and Priors took place. The 
AIM had there a welcoming stall where the participants at the Congress could meet one 
another and the AIM team, either sipping an expresso or tasting delicacies from different 
monasteries of the Southern Hemisphere. In this way they could speak freely about the 
objectives to be pursued in the life of the monasteries. 
 

The new Abbot Primate, Dom Gregory Polan of the monastery of 
Conception in the USA, was until very recently a member of the Council of 
the AIM. He has clearly expressed his wish to support us, and will certainly 
attend the next meeting of the Council in Vienna in November. 

 
The AIM would like to thank Abbot Primate Notker Wolf for his constant 

help to the AIM, which we hope he will continue to support. 
 

 

 

 

The AIM publishes a Bulletin of some 100 pages twice a year. At 
present there are editions in  French, English, Portuguese and Spanish. 
Recently a German edition has been launched and also an Italian 
edition in the form produced some years ago by P. Jacques Coté, as a 
supplement to the review of Noci, La Scala. 

We sincerely hope that the number of monasteries subscribing 
will increase in the coming years. Of course those monasteries which 
can afford it are invited to pay their annual subscription, but others 
which cannot afford this may receive a free copy of the Bulletin if 
they wish. 
 
 
 

 

 
Benin 

The association ‘Electriciens du Monde’ went into 
action at the Abbey of Notre-Dame de l’Etoile for the 
renewal of the electrical supply. This occurred in two 
phases. The first was widely open to monks and nuns of 
West Africa in charge of the electricity of their 
monasteries. The second was more restricted, for selected 
members to work on the actual project, and also for a 
neighbouring association. 



Kenya/Uganda 

These two countries have an association, the Benedictine Association of Kenya and 
Uganda, which enables them to work together. This association organizes at least one activity 
each year. One of these was a week of formation for novices. The communities from which 
these novices are drawn are of course very different, which makes it all the more important to 
deepen their Benedictine spirituality. 
 

Madagascar 

The ten monasteries of the island have developed an inter-monastic Studium, 
Fianarantsoa (SIM). These are the monasteries of Ambohitraivo, Ambositra, Andrevorevo, 
Antananarivo, Northern Befandriana, Joffreville, Mahitsy, Mananjury, Ampibanjinana 
(OCSO F) and Maromby (OCSO H). The cycle of formation was set up in September 2007. It 

is directed to young monks and nuns both 
Benedictine and Cistercian, both simply and 
solemnly professed. Its purpose is to give a 
theological formation, and it lasts four years. 

The SIM is run by a team composed of one 
member from each of the participant congregations 
who are responsible for its effectiveness. A written 
task is required for each session, and two days of 
evaluation are organised at the end of each year to 
validate the work. 

 
 

 
The most recent meeting of the monastic association ‘Benedictines of East Asia and 

Oceania’ was held at the Abbey of Waegwan in Korea at the end of April 2016. This 
association links the Benedictine, Cistercian and Trappist monasteries of Asia and the East. It 
was a useful occasion for exchanges, although unfortunately not all the monasteries were able 
to participate. Dom Mark Butlin of the AIM was present at the meeting. 
 
India 

The AIM helped towards the refurbishment of the Sylvestrine priory of Navajeevan in 
Jakkampudi. This monastery was founded in 1987 by the monastery of Makkiyad (India), and 
became a conventual priory in 2001. 

The community lives a classic Benedictine 
lifestyle, and also attaches great importance to 
welcoming guests and to the mission. It runs retreats for 
priests and religious, and also serves a parish which 
includes six villages in an area of a dozen kilometres. 
The monks also work in a school about five kilometres 
from the monastery, whose students come from the 
village and the less favoured strata of the population. 

 



Situated in a rural area, this school aims to become a centre 
of integrated education for young people, in accordance with the 
venerable tradition of monasteries, a centre of culture and 
education throughout history. This is wholly in accord with the 
Benedictine foundations in India, which are deeply engaged in 
pastoral and missionary life. 

 
 

- Guatemala 
The Benedictine sisters of Guadalupanas at Coban run an ecological project. The purpose 

of this project is to promote a healthy food-supply, based on the stability of social and 
environmental economic life of the community of the Queen of Peace, missionary sisters of 
Christ the King in Guadalupanas. This is aimed at helping also the poor families around the 
town of Coban. It has three dimensions: 

• The first is a programme of education with respect to healthy agricultural 
production, care of the soil, good nourishment and use of medicinal plants. 

• The second is the construction of a system of drip-irrigation for the organic 
production of vegetables and medicinal plants. 

• The third is to help each family which joins in the project. 

Six sisters are directly engaged in 
the project, and fifteen poor families 
from around Coban will benefit from it. 
Indirectly, it will affect also the guests of 
the monastery and 150 families in the 
area. The families will participate in 
undertaking the project. Four experts will 
help towards the construction of the drip-
irrigation system, the production of 
vegetables, the improvement in 
nourishment and the medicinal plants. 

 
 

Member of the team of the AIM have visited communities or participated in meetings as 
follows: 
 

Latin America 

Visits to Benedictine and Cistercian communities in Peru: Lurin, Pachacamac, Sechura, 
Morropon, and the catechists of Maria Sanctissima at Callao and Cajamarca and the 
Cistercians of La Paz and Apolo (Bolivia). 



Also a retreat preached at the monastery of Morne St 
Benedict in Haiti. Although the situation of the island is 
worrying and the monastery itself has not been spared, such 
help was always welcome. 
 
Africa 

Meeting of the monastic association BECOSA (South 
Africa). 
 
Asia 

Vietnam : visit to a dozen monasteries in North and South 
Vietnam. 
 
Europe 

Somewhat marginally to the work of the AIM, one of the members of the International 
Team is in regular contact with the Orthodox monasteries of Greece, Macedonia, Albania, 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Kosovo, Montenegro, Rumania and Serbia, which do not seem 
to have a close relationship with Benedictine or Cistercian monasteries of the Balkans. 
Occasionally he also visits the monasteries of the Ukraine. The north of Albania would dearly 
love to have a Benedictine foundation; at one time there were six Benedictine Abbeys in 
Albania. 
 

 

Thank you to each and everyone who supports the monasteries of the Benedictine family. 
Such help is indispensible. There are still many projects arriving for the new semester. We 
will soon come back to you to give you an echo of them in the coming months. 

 
 
With warm fraternal greetings, 

 

 Fr Jean-Pierre Longeat 

 Alliance Inter-Monastères 

BECOSA 
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